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Lilaeopsis carolinensis was recently collected at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, J.D. Murphree

Wildlife Management Area, Jefferson County, Texas, in an interior ditch of compartment 2 on 15 April 2008.

The species occurred in a shallow, freshwater canal associated with Hydrocotyle sp. and Salvinia minima J.G.

Baker in a floating vegetation mat. The specimen was identified using Radford et al. (1968), Godfrey and

Wooten (1981), and Tobe et al. (1998).

This species is native to the southeastern U.S.A. (USDA-NRCS2008) and likely a recent introduction

to Texas, not having been recorded by Correll and Johnston (1970), Correll and Correll (1975), Affolter

(1985), Hatch et al. (1990), Jones et al. (1997), or The Flora of Texas Database (2008). The following herbaria

(TEX/LL; SHSU; and ASTC) searched their collections for Texas specimens of this species without finding

specimens.

The North American distribution of L. carolinensis extends from Virginia south to Florida and west to

Louisiana [(Radford et al. (1968), Godfrey and Wooten (1981), and Tobe et al. (1998)]. State distributions

are AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC, and VA (USDA-NRCS2008). This is the first reported and vouchered

collection of the species from Texas. This discovery in Texas is not unexpected because of its close proximity

to similar Louisiana habitats from which the species is known.

Another species of Lilaeopsis, L. chinensis (L.) Kuntze, is also known from a single Texas collection (L.

Brown & Marcus 16926) from Chambers County. This specimen was collected in 1998. The following key

will serve to identify the two Texas species. Tobe et al. (1998) and Radford et al. (1968) provide il

of both species.
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s Coult. & Rose, (Fig. 1). Carolina glasswort. Rhizomatous, perennial herbs; stems

i long, horizontal, roots at nodes; leaves (phyllodes) 10-30 cm long, clavate to linear,

: septa; peduncles much shorter than leaves; pedicels 5-10 mmlong; umbels 5-15

flowered, simple; sepals absent or minute; petals 5, white; fruits 2-2.5 mmdiameter, mericarps ovate, veins

prominent; flowering period March to June.
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Lilaeopsis chinensis (L.) Kuntze, eastern grass-

wort. Rhizomatous, perennial herbs; stems ca. 50

cm long, horizontal, roots at nodes; leaves (phyl-

lodes) 1-5 cm long, clavate to linear, with 4-6

transverse septa; peduncles longer than leaves;

pedicels 3-4 mmlong; umbels 4-10 flowered,

simple; sepals absent or minute; petals 5, white;

prominent; flowering period March to June. Tidal

marshes, brackish. Synonym L. lineata (Michx.)

Greene. See PLANTSDatabase (USDA-NRCS2008)

for the distribution.
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